OBSERVATION

Observation of Your Assigned Field Site

Purpose:  This assignment is designed to familiarize you with the classroom, staff and children at your assigned field site. Staff are very busy with parents and children during the first few weeks of school.  During this observation period, try to become acquainted with the general schedule of events, routines, and child experiences without asking questions of the staff.   Allow staff to be with children and families.

Instructions:  Wear a nametag indicating your role as a Student Observer. Locate the place in the room designated for observers.  As an observer, use this time to “watch, wait and wonder”.  Observe the skills that staff employ in their work with children and families. Observe each child for a few minutes. Learn as many names as you can.  Submit this observation form to your instructor at the next Observation and Documentation session.

Student        
Site       
Date       
Time Observing      
# of Children Enrolled      
# of Children Present       
# of Adults Present      
STAFF & VOLUNTEERS:

Name:      
Position:      
1.      
2.      
3.      
CHILDREN:

Name:
     
Age (best guess or birth date):      
Interests & abilities:      
1.      
2.      
3.      
Describe the procedure for one or more of the following: arrival/departure of child, mealtime hand washing, toileting, diapering, rest time, and moving to outdoor play.

     
Give an example of a teacher setting a limit for a child.

     
Describe a situation that is challenging for the staff to handle during your observation.   What does the teacher do? How does the child respond?

     
Write down all of the questions about children, staff, routines, schedules, or the classroom that you think of during the observation.  Use space on back of form.  Ask these questions at the Field Site Orientation.

     
